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1. First time, PM calls all CMs for meeting 

Indian Express: 03.12.2014 
 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has called all chief ministers on December 7 to discuss the future 

of the Planning Commission, an institution which he publicly said had outlived its utility and 

needed to be replaced with a new one. This will also be Modi’s first meeting with the chief 

ministers since taking charge as the Prime Minister. 

A senior government official told The Indian Express there was a sense of urgency in the Prime 

Minister’s Office to finalise the new institution’s design and structure because it has 

been more than 100 days since the Prime Minister himself made this announcement on August 15. 

In his Independence Day address, Modi had said the government will “very shortly” move in a 

direction to make the new institution functional. 

“After his return from the G20 Leaders’ Summit and bilateral meetings in Australia, the Prime 

Minister met senior Cabinet ministers and secretary-level officers to take stock of the action taken 

by their respective departments over announcements made by the government and by him. 

Several were pulled up for poor follow up,” another official said. 

Officials said the Planning Commission was set up following a March 15, 1950 Cabinet resolution. 

Any proposal to replace the Planning Commission with a new institution has to be therefore placed 

before and approved by the Cabinet. 

In fact, former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, had in mid-2010 said the Commission must be 

an “essay in persuasion” and transform itself into a Systems Reforms Commission. The Plan panel 

then had envisaged that the Commission would restructure itself to build a larger network with 

opinion makers, produce thought papers and communicate more lucidly. 

According to government officials, the PMO is keen that the new institution work closely with 

states, rather co-opt states, to take the country to the next level of development and reforms. The 

new institution, one official said, may be christened as the National Development Reforms 

Commission. 

In his Independence Day address, Modi had said the Planning Commission was a very old system 

and will have to be changed a lot to meet the needs of changing times. “Sometimes it costs more 

to repair the old house, but, it gives us no satisfaction. Thereafter, we have a feeling that it would 

be better to construct a new house altogether and therefore within a short period, we will replace 

the Planning Commission.” 

He envisaged the institution as a new body, a new soul with new thinking and direction. “…(It 

will work) to promote the aspirations of state governments seeking development, to empower the 

state governments and to empower the federal structure,” he had said. 
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2. Neeti Aayog: Modi to meet CMs 

Sanjeeb Mukherjee, Business Standard: 03.12.2014 

 
ZoomBookmarkSharePrintListenTranslate 

Taking forward the concept of Team India, Prime Minister Narendra Modi is likely to meet 

chief ministers twice on Sunday to formalise the contours of the new body that will replace 

the PlanningCommission. 

Officials said the prime minister would first meet the chief ministers, along with their officials, in 

the morning. A separate session will follow, in which Modi would meet only the chief ministers. 

The meetings are part of the government effort to build a broad consensus on the shape of the new 

body that will replace the commission. 

“Letters are being dispatched to the chief ministers inviting them for the crucial meeting,” a senior 

official said. 

The new body — likely to be called Neeti Aayog — is expected to comprise the office of Direct 

Benefit Transfer, Unique Identification Authority of India, the interstate councils and Programme 

Evaluation. Each of the four departments will be headed by a secretary-level officer. 

Modi, in his maiden Independence Day speech, had announced the winding up of the five-decade 

oldPlanning Commission, replacing it with a new body. The government held a series of meetings 

with experts and analysts on its shape. 

In between, the role and functions of thecommission was gradually reduced. Its financial might 

was clipped through a recent circular which directed all major ministries and departments to 

furnish their Plan Budget estimates for 2015-16 directly to it. 
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3.Planning Commission: Time for silent burial 
 
 

   Bikky Khosla, SME Times: 02 Dec, 2014 
 

The Planning Commission is likely to be declared dead soon. Last week, the media reported that 

the Centre has zeroed in on the role and structure for a new body that would replace the 64-year 

old commission. Earlier in his Independence Day speech, PM Modi had told about this. People's 

suggestions were sought. And now the government is in the final stage of making announcement 

of a new body. The finer details, as reported, will be chalked out after discussion with state Chief 

Ministers this week. 

 

There is little doubt that the plan panel has outlived its utility. The institution was set up in 1950 

after India won independence with the belief that it would help meet the enormous amount of 

development work needed to be done across several sections of the economy. In addition, those 

were the days when socialism seemed triumphant. Our leaders, including Jawaharlal Nehru 

believed in a socialist model of economics. Many economists of the period, including P C 

Mahalanobis nurtured the faith in the system of state controlled economy. However, now we have 

come a long way from the days of government control over industry. 

 

The commission was originally founded to play only an advisory role, but unfortunately it 

gradually became an economic cabinet not only for the Centre but also for the states and this, in 

turn, fueled Centre-states conflicts. Till 1967, this, however, failed to harm the Centre-states 

relation much due to one-party (Congress) rule at the Centre and in most of the states. But after 

1967 elections, the scenario changed as the party was defeated in nine states and the non-Congress 

state governments opposed the increasing centralization. During the last two decades, we have 

seen the end of single-party dominion even at the Centre. It sounds more logical now to structure 

a new institution that can contribute to the federal structure of the nation. 

 

Recently, Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has said that each state should be allowed to decide and 

plan how it intends to use the national resources. I think this is the right approach. Under the 

present mechanism, the plan panel monitors and regulates the Centre allocated resources to a state 

of which only about 10 percent is allowed to be used by the state government as it deems fit and 

outside the framework designed by the Centre. In addition, the requirement that the state Plans are 

to be approved by the planning commission is irksome for the states. These anomalies need to be 

fixed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



4. Infratweet: Toothless green regulator of no use 

Vinayak Chatterjee, Financial Express: December 3, 2014  
  

Neeti Aayog To Replace Planning Commission: This closes the chapter of socialist era planning 

and the new government’s announcement of doing away with the Planning Commission. Each of 

the four divisions is expected to be headed by a Secretary level officer. 

 

Tweets: ‘NEETI AAYOG’ – the new avatar of Plng Comm to have 4 pillars: Direct Benefits 

Transfer, UIDAI, Inter-state Councils & Prog Evaluation. 

 

Tweets: Ambit of NEETI AAYOG reflects the transfer of jurisdiction of Plan Expenditure to 

Finance Ministry. Plng Comm’s financial clout removed. 

 

  



5. Private stations can be a win-win for railways, operators 

Business Standard: 03.12.2014  
 

But the Railways must first reform its own culture 
 

The idea of modernising and running India's large railway stations in the public-private-partnership 

(PPP) mode has been dusted and taken off the shelf. The prime minister has announced that this 

will be done initially in around a dozen stations, with trains running below and the space above 

developed as commercial property. The idea of modernising railway stations under a PPP 

arrangement was aired several years ago by the then railway minister, Lalu Prasad, who visualised 

attracting Rs 15,000 crore investment in 22 stations. A beginning was made in seeking to transform 

New Delhi Railway Station for the Commonwealth Games in 2010. But this was a non-starter as 

the Planning Commission and the railways could not agree on a model concession agreement for 

such projects. Now, with a more powerful prime minister, Narendra Modi, at the helm and the 

Planning Commission out of the way, it is quite likely that prominent Indian railway stations will 

be put under the PPP mode. 

 

Running railway stations or owning rolling stock like wagons and even entire trains is not the core 

operation of the railways, which is to maintain tracks and signalling and run trains. So it is entirely 

logical that the prime real estate that every station represents be leveraged to unlock capital and 

build valuable commercial space and business. But the more important issues are how this should 

be done and whether the railways in their present condition are capable of doing a good job of it. 

Their experience in bringing in private partners has been at best mixed. As there are no private 

competitors in the railway business and railway services are a utility, it is critical to get the 

regulatory framework right. Catering on long-distance trains, for example, has been outsourced 

with negative results. Quality initially jumped but thereafter declined, indicating that the railways 

are neither very efficient nor sufficiently free of corruption to do a good job of monitoring private 

delivery. 

 

The key task before Mr Modi is to have a railways minister who can bring about a culture change 

in the organisation, so that it can successfully venture out into new forms of management. He has 

already made a false start, and the railways minister has had to be changed. In the process, a crucial 

six months have been lost. Hopefully the new minister, Suresh Prabhu, who comes with a 

reputation for both efficiency and integrity, will be able to deliver. For private development and 

management of railway stations to succeed, the concession agreement has to get the pricing right, 

so that the operator can earn a decent return without overcharging passengers and incentives to 

improve efficiency. It is also critical to lay down minimum standards of service and ensure that 

they are maintained. There should be penalty for failing to make the mark and provision to get rid 

of a non-performer and bring in a new partner. None of this is rocket science, but the bureaucracy 

in the railways has to do much to get it right. 

 

 



6. Good road sense 

Written by G K Pillai Indian Express: 03.12.2014  

 
  e 

 
Harsh penalties have been prescribed for those who ignore safety during 
design, engineering and maintenance of roads. 
 
The decade leading up to the present government’s formation has seen carnage on Indian roads. 

At the very least, 12 lakh people have been killed and close to 55 lakh left seriously injured or 

permanently disabled due to road crashes. The majority of victims were of productive age (between 

15-50) and scores were their families’ sole breadwinners. Road accidents cause an annual 

economic loss of 3 per cent of the GDP. Despite this, the issue had not seen any concerted action 

to address it. Not anymore. The government hopes to pass the Road Transport and Safety Bill, 

2014, to replace the archaic Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, this winter session. 

The causes of our high rate of road crashes include bad road-user behaviour, catalysed by a faulty 

licensing system, poor road design and engineering, with low probability of prosecution for lapses, 

and weak enforcement of inadequate traffic laws, which have been anything but a deterrent. The 

new bill attempts to tackle most of these issues. 

At the outset, it addresses the fundamental lack of a framework to monitor and sustain road safety. 

Presently, the country has no dedicated agency for road safety and, therefore, no one to monitor, 

intervene or be held accountable. 

The bill proposes the establishment of a dedicated national authority for road safety, which will be 

able to create and monitor goals for reducing road accidents as well as command adequate 

resources to undertake meaningful interventions. It has been given powers to issue and maintain 

standards for all aspects related to road safety. These range from protection of vulnerable road 

users to measures for in-vehicle safety and standards for road design and engineering. Such 

standards will ensure uniformity and cohesiveness while dealing with the issue nationally. 

Another significant proposal is the introduction of a unified driver-licensing system. One of our 

biggest challenges is the compromised licensing system — a major source of corruption and 

inefficiency. The system has allowed almost anyone a licence to drive without proper vetting, 
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training or testing. The new system aims to remove corruption by mapping the licensing process, 

building capacity to ensure proper documentation and testing, and taking away the subjectivity 

with which regional transport offices operate. A unified system will reduce the probability of 

drivers carrying multiple licences and help in keeping track of offences committed by a driver. 

This would, however, be useful only if every existing licence holder is also moved to the new 

system in a smooth and efficient manner. Outsourcing, successfully implemented in the case of 

passport seva kendras, for instance, could be instrumental in building capacity and improving 

efficiency of the proposed system. 

An interesting aspect of the new bill is its focus on enhancing enforcement. It expands the list of 

common offences and also brings within its ambit the usually ignored causes of road crashes, such 

as bad road design and engineering. Harsh penalties have been prescribed for those who ignore 

safety during the design, engineering and maintenance of roads. It also specifies four types of 

penalties: demerit points on licences, which can lead to suspension or cancellation, high cash fines 

in keeping with the danger to life and property posed by irresponsible driving, jail terms and 

mandatory retraining. 

To tackle corruption, the bill mandates electronic enforcement in jurisdictions with a population 

of more than 10 lakh. Such measures will significantly enhance the probability of offenders getting 

caught, remove corruption by making enforcement mostly humanless or “contact-free” and ensure 

higher collection of fines by states. 

The bill also does what the Motor Vehicles Act has failed to do: protect the non-motorised road 

user. It provides for each state to develop and implement a policy for such users, including 

pedestrians, cyclists and rickshaws. It also mandates the creation of a National Transport 

Authority, which will work to seamlessly connect all modes of transport and define safety and 

quality standards for sustainable public transport. 

The implementation of the new law will be undertaken by state governments and this bill has much 

to offer them, through revenue protection and funding. Several states have welcomed the bill and 

one can only hope that they will continue to support it and earnestly implement the new law once 

it has been passed by Parliament. 

The bill presents a unique opportunity to save thousands of lives each year and, at the same time, 

improve ways in which people and goods move across India. If the Modi government is able to 

pass this bill in Parliament and ensure thorough enforcement of the act, it will be a great gift of life 

to the millions of Indians who would otherwise perish or be disabled in road crashes. 

 

The writer, former Union home secretary, is a trustee of SaveLIFE Foundation 

express@expressindia.com 

   

 

 

 

 

 

  



7. Centre to observe Vajpayee b’day as Good Governance Day 

  Indian Express: 03.12.2014 
 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced on Tuesday that former Prime Minister Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee’s birthday on December 25 would be observed as national ‘Good Governance Day’ to 

project BJP-run governments as models of governance. 

“Prime Minister Narendra Modi told the party MPs that the birthday of former PM Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee would be observed as national ‘Good Governance Day’ on December 25, where all BJP 

MPs and government officials will make the day symbolic of good governance,” Minister of State 

for Parliamentary Affairs Rajiv Pratap Rudy told reporters. 

The PM, while speaking at the BJP parliamentary party meet, also said that the MPs would consult 

both Union Ministers Ananth Kumar and Rudy to chalk out ways to spread the message of good 

governance. Modi has asked BJP MPs to take part in the “Clean India” campaign in their respective 

constituencies on the occasion. The PM said he himself will participate in the drive at his 

constituency Varanasi. 

The PM has also asked BJP MPs to submit their choice of sports, based on which the Minister of 

Sports and Youth Affairs Sarbananda Sonowal would prepare a comprehensive list. “He has 

something (a plan) in his mind. We don’t know what’s that,” Rudy said. 

Rudy added that the PM asked the MPs to take active involvement in Centre’s welfare schemes, 

including Jan Dhan Yojana. 

Addressing the MPs before Modi, BJP president Amit Shah urged them to step up efforts for BJP’s 

membership drive and said the party aims to bring 10 crore members on board. Currently, the BJP 

has 4 crore members. 

Shah cited the example of Prime Minister Modi where on his plea in Assam the daily online 

membership had swelled from 4,000-6,000 to 48,900 in a single day. 

Shah also asked each Rajya Sabha MP to adopt a Lok Sabha constituency where the BJP has never 

won and promote the party’s membership drive there. 
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